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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . The indicated allowability of claims 12-21 are withdrawn in view of Mussivand et 
al. 6290639. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims12-16, 20, and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Mussivand et al. 6290639. 

4. Mussivand et al. teaches a method for implanting a circulatory apparatus in a 
patient, the apparatus comprising a mechanical circulatory device 2 and a conduit 
assembly 100 for attachment to the mechanical circulatory device, the conduit assembly 
including a first rigid conduit 170 and a second rigid conduit 110; the method comprising 
the steps of: attaching one end of the first rigid conduit to the mechanical circulatory 
device with a first coupling in a rotatable position; positioning the mechanical circulatory 
device relative to the patient; rotating the first rigid conduit until a desired position of the 
first conduit relative to the patient is achieved; moving the first coupling to a fixed 
position so as to maintain a predetermined orientation of the first rigid conduit when the 
first coupling is disposed in the fixed position; attaching another end of the first rigid 
conduit to the second rigid conduit with a second coupling in a rotatable position; 
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positioning the mechanical circulatory device relative to the patient; rotation the second 
rigid conduit until a desired position of the second rigid conduit relative to the patient is 
achieved; moving the second coupling to a fixed position so as to maintain a 
predetermined orientation of the second rigid conduit when the second coupling is 
disposed in the fixed position (col. 4, lines 29-61); wherein the first rigid conduit and the 
second rigid conduit are circular in cross-section (see figures); wherein the first rigid 
conduit and the second rigid conduit are formed from titanium (col. 7, lines 56-57); 
wherein the first coupling comprises a first rotatable nut, the first rotatable nut being 
movable between a rotatable position wherein the first rigid conduit is rotatable relative 
to the mechanical circulatory device, and a fixed position wherein the first rigid conduit 
is fixed relative to the mechanical circulatory device (col. 4, lines 29-61); wherein the 
first rotatable nut engages a correspondingly threaded inflow port 6 on the mechanical 
circulatory device; wherein the conduit defined a conduit for conducting blood between 
a patient and a ventricular assist device; wherein the conduit defines a conduit for 
conducting blood between a patient and a left ventricular assist device (see fig. 1). 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Mussivand et al. 
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7. Mussivand et al. teaches the method for implant a circulatory apparatus 
according to claim 15. It should be noted that Mussivand et al fails to teach wherein the 
second coupling comprises a second rotatable nut. It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have the gland nut 
160 of Mussivand et al. on the second rigid conduit 110, since it has been held that a 
mere reversal of the essential working parts of a device involves only routing skill in the 
art. In Re Einstein, 8 USPQ 167. 

8. Claim 19 IS rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mussivand et al. in view of Goldenberg 5498043. 

9. Mussivand et al. teaches a method for implanting a circulatory apparatus 
according to claim 18. It should be noted that Mussivand et al. fails to specifically teach 
wherein the second rotatable nut includes a lip, and wherein the first end of the second 
conduit includes a flange. 

10. Goldenberg teaches a conduit assembly with a common rotatable nut 26 with a 
lip 28 and a flange 31 for rotatably retaining the nut on the conduit. Therefore it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to use the lip and the flange of Goldenberg for allowing rotation of the nut while 
retaining the nut on the conduit. Furthermore, it is well known in the art of conduit 
connectors to use a nut with a lip and a flange to hold the nut in place when connection 
conduits, hoses, tubes, etc. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gary Jackson can be reached on (571) 272-4697. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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